
Unoccupied
When children are unoccupied 
with any play

Solitary
When children play on their own. 

Onlooker
When children watch others play. 
There is no effort to join the 
play. 

Parallel
When children play side by side 
with other children without any 
interaction. 
They might pay attention to each 
other, but have separate play. 

Associative
When children interact with each 
others play but there is not much 
cooperation happening. 

COOPERATIVE PLAY
When children play with others 
and have interest in both the play 
and the children. 

Types of Play

⭐What types of play are your students engaging with?
⭐ How can you offer  variety in your classroom to negotiate

different types of play? Mrs Priestley ICT 


