
Sensory Play Cognitive 
play

Pretend 
(dramatic) play

Fine Motor 
play

Encourages curiosity, sensory 
experiences and 
experimentations

Encourages recognition of 
colours and size, to classify, 

sort and construct

Encourages the development 
of social, language, self-
expression and problem 

solving

Encourages fine motor skil ls, 
hand-eye coordination and 

develops small muscles

• Sand play
• Water play
• Water beads
• Finger painting
• Texture exploration
• Nature play with leaves, 

twigs, pine corns
• Scented sensory bins
• Shaving cream
• Shredded paper
• Slime, playdough, cloud 

dough
• Rice, pasta
• Pebbles, rocks

• Blocks
• Puzzles
• Colour matching/sorting
• Memory games
• Matching together
• Lego
• Counting

• Dress ups
• Playing with dolls
• Playing with 

cars/trucks/diggers
• Playing shop
• Playing families
• Puppet show
• Mud kitchen play
• Play house

• Button sorting
• Marbles
• Puzzles
• Threading
• Beading
• Sorting
• Tweezing
• Scooping
• Counting
• Pegging
• Line tracing
• Tongs
• Line cutting
• Squeezing

Playful Learning Provocations
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Birthday 
Party

Families Vet clinic Bakery/Cafe

Flower shop Camping Space
Garden/
farm

Pizzeria Restaurant Post Office Doctors

Grocery
Ice-cream 

shop
Hair Salon Schools

Pretend (dramatic) play ideas


